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Report on 3 Annual Norouz Spring Festival
Vasona Park; Los Gatos, CA

Dear Iranian-American Community:

My name is Mehran Kamkar and on behalf of the Norouz Festival Committee and the San Francisco Bay Area Iranian-American
Chamber of Commerce (IACC), I would like to again wish you all a happy new year. We sincerely hope that you had as
wonderful a time as we did during the 13 bedar celebration at Vasona Park on April 1 and 2", 2006 in Northern California.

We are happy to announce that this two day celebration was very successful. We had over 13,000 visitors. Not only did we cover
our costs, but we also managed to raise approximately $2,500. This amount may not seem like a lot. But if you consider the rainy
days of March, in which we broke a 100-year record for number of consecutive rainy days, then you realize how lucky we were
and became believers that somebody is looking out for us! Thank God for that!

It is important to note, that we are becoming increasingly popular with local political candidates running for public office. This
year we had San Jose Vice Mayor Cindy Chavez and Council member Chuck Reed, 2 of San Jose’s Mayoral candidates; Council
Member Ken Yeager a Supervisorial candidate; County Supervisor Pete McHugh County Assessor candidate and San Jose Council
members Forest Williams and Council Member Nancy Pyle and Past Sunnyvale Council Candidate our own Darab Ghafari who
came out and visited us and spent some time with us.

As for entertainment we had concerts, dancing, Haji Firooz, sorna, doghol and daf. The program started on Saturday with Mr.
Ebrahimi and his band leading a procession around the event area. The soothing sounds of the Sorna and Doghol were truly
nostalgic and took us back to the good old days in Iran. The singing of Ey-Iran on stage was followed by dances from Beshkan
Dance Academy (BDA) and Niosha Dance Academy (NDA). After a short break we enjoyed more beautiful dances by NDA and
BDA. At 3:30 p.m. our first concert by Tara entertained us with several of her new songs. Next, Rushid, Northern California’s
own pop idol, created a sizzle on stage. The crowd enjoyed every minute of it. The next day, on Sunday, we again started the
program with the soothing sounds of Mr. Ebrahimi’s band playing the sorna and doghol. Except this time we had a wonderful
surprise. Mr. Jamal Vafaie had accepted our invitation to come and lead the procession. He sang, he danced, he jumped and flipped
and did summersaults. He is truly a fountain of youth and the crowd loved him. We then enjoyed more dances with Niosha Dance
Academy and Beshkan Dance Academy and their young talented students.

After a short break and more dances came a change of plan. The clouds were getting more serious. We knew it might rain later in
the day and did not want to cancel our prime time concert. We had to beat the rains and could not wait till 4 p.m. At 2:30 p.m. we
presented our biggest surprise, the Iranian king of pop himself, Shahram Shabpareh and his band. He mesmerized the crowd with
his wit and showmanship. The crowd was on cloud 9. He created so much excitement we did not care if it rained. Happiness and
laughter was in the air and flew like sparks. Shahram performed for almost 1 hour and 30 minutes until drops of rain started
coming down and Shahram sang his last song. 10 minutes later the rain stopped. But by then Shahram could not be found!

Stage sound was in the capable hands of DJ Teymour (408) 225-6060 with his powerful speakers and instrumentation. Ms.
Roshanak Nooh (408) 888-5352 managed media contact and Mr. Ebrahim Pakzad (415) 244-3115 managed the stage and
coordinated the entertainment, both are outstanding Real Estate professionals, Mr. Homayoun Asadipour, Producer of Fars TV
(408) 629-3277, M.C’d the event. All three donated their time to our program. Our professional videographer, élan Productions,
used 3 high definition cameras and recorded over 20 hours of footage for an upcoming Commemorative DVD. To purchase a
copy, please visit www.norouzfestival.org or call (408) 999-0211.

In addition the key Pro Bono members of the Norouz Festival Executive Committee included:
*  Mr. Bruce Bahmani of bCubed New Marketing www.bcubed.com, for Logo, collateral, program, ID, website, PR
*  Ms. Niloufar Nouri of www.baivoter.org and Morteza Tajally of www.baiad.org both leaders of our community and are
community advocates on the committee and myself, Mehran Kamkar.

On the income side, we were blessed with generous sponsors who with their booth purchase and/or their donations and
sponsorship of different activities, helped us pay the bills. They are:



¢  Afsan and Omid Catering (408) 375-5080 as our biggest sponsor. Their contribution neared $6,000 and they served the
food. They menu included Joojeh, Hamburger, Asheh-reshteh, Kahoo & Sekanjebin, delo-jigar, doogh, sodas, pop-corn.

* A close second was Silver Sponsor Mr. Ben Absalom of Lawson & Associates Mortgage Planners (408) 626-1620. They
contributed $5,000 and operated one of our Premium Booths, sponsored our Back Gammon Tent and 3 of our Golf Carts
and a business card space. This is the second year Ben has helped with his contributions and has become our number 1
sponsor over all! If you need a loan of any kind, talk with Ben to see if he can help you and let him know how you heard
of him, so he continues to support us!

*  Our next Silver Sponsor was the ROEM Corporation (408) 984-5600. Run by Mr. Robert Emami, president, they are one
of the largest developers of Affordable Housing in the South Bay and their heart is as big as their company. They not only
sponsored $5,000 they brought in several employees and their signup sheets for their newest project, the Bella Castello
Apartments in San Jose. If you are looking for an affordable apartment for a friend or relative contact them before they
run out (408) 289-1122. Normally they are rented out within days and then a huge waiting list forms. ROEM also
sponsored 5 business card spaces.

¢ Our Bronze Sponsor list is topped by the Amidi Group which sponsored the Youth Pavilion with $3,000. The Youth
Pavilion was the brainchild of Ms. Sepideh Nasiri. It was a place for young adults to gather and enjoy 13 bedar with us
and learn our traditions. It featured DJ Ramin who volunteered his time. After Shahram’s show on the main stage was cut
short by the rain, many people joined the kids in the Youth Pavilion and danced till closing. It was a smashing success.
Thanks to Sepideh jaan and the Amidi Group.

*  Our next Bronze Sponsor was Unique Design Center (408) 452-8121. They sponsored our Poster, two Business Card
Spaces. Along with Venice Tile (408) 452-1114 they offer almost everything for your remodeling projects, including
Cabinets, Tiles, Granite slabs, flooring of any kind. Visit their showroom on Junction Avenue in San Jose.

*  Our other Bronze sponsors purchased Premium Booths. They were Comerica Bank in Palo Alto Ms. Mehran Farahani
(650) 462-6134; Alain Pinel in Saratoga Ms. Azita Alaverdi (408) 913-7731 and Benjamin Guilardi (408) 357-7910; Blue
Cross Mr. Salar Baktash (408) 247-8461 who offers many types of insurance services; Union Bank in Taylor St. Mr.
Walter Younan (408) 286-1701; Coldwell Banker in Saratoga Hadi Ghaffari (408) 406-0006 and colleagues.

*  Booth vendors were Bank of the West, Mr. Nader Eslamian (408) 998-6675; Access Plus Mortgage Mr. Mori Ardalan
(408) 340-1717; Niosha Dance Academy Niosha Nafei (408) 656-6565; IAPAC Washington, D.C. (202) 824-0718; 1*
City Bancorp Joe Atab (408) 559-9101; Pezhvak Yellow Pages Mr. Shahab Taheri (408) 615-1030; Wells Fargo Bank
Ms. Arsineh Zargarian (408) 979-8530 and Rosa Sadeghian (408) 223-1052; Namak Magazine Ms. Sepideh Nasiri (818)
996-7258; Appadana International Satellite TV (408) 988-5555; Beshkan Dance Academy Razieh and Sharareh (408)
378-3234; élan Productions Daryoush, Kaveh and Darya (408) 871-9678; Markazi TV (925) 726-0190; Baivoter Mrs.
Niloofar Nouri www.baivoter.org ; Iranian Christian Church Pastor Kamil Navai (408) 732-2020 and sponsor of 3 golf
cart and 15 volunteers and finally Tasvir Yellow Pages Mr. Ali Parvin (408) 436-2090 for graciously putting us on the
cover of their magazine to announcing our event.

*  Other sponsors include, Bijan Bakery for the Pastries; Bay Area Ice Cream (408) 209-8942 ; Golnazar Gourmet Ice
Cream for sponsoring stage flowers and Banner; Rosie McCann’s Irish Restaurant in Santana Row (408) 247-1706 for
sponsoring business card and banner; Extraordinary Custom European Flowers from La Jolla (858) 456-5056 for
sponsoring business card and banner; NovaCal Pharmaceuticals www.NovaCal.com for sponsoring business card,
Bankers Network Corp’s Siamack Shariat (408) 879-9000 for sponsoring business card, Smythe Volvo for showcasing
their beautiful cars, Garden Flowers (408) 356-5136 for beautiful flowers; Sunman Engineering Mr. Ali Nejah
www.Sunmantechnology.com sponsor of Soccer Skills, Amatos Pizza (408) 997-7727 for Pizzas and Beshkan Dance
Academy for $250 contribution.

Special thanks to the County of Santa Clara Parks, the Supervisors, Park administration, staff, and especially the rangers for
hosting us, the Town of Los Gatos, Town Engineer Mr. Kevin Rohani, Pine Press, Mr. Lashgari & Mr. Tajik, Ms. Violet
Benyamin, food manager; Parandian Insurance & Mr. Reza, Mr. Jay Jamali & Enviro Safetech for loaning us the defibrillator for
the first aid booth, Mrs. Elika Derakhshandeh for Media Contact & First Aid Booth, Mr. Amir Naghavi volunteer coordinator, Mr.
Kamran Rahiman and Ms. Setareh Taghvai for Food Booth help, Ms. Talieh Shahrokhi for the beautiful pictures she takes.

Show those who support the community, you support them! Sincere thanks to TACC and Mr. Malekian’s, CPA office in San
Francisco for doing a wonderful job as our Fiscal agent. Finally I give my gratitude to my business partners, and especially my
family for allowing me to take so much time from our lives in order to try to make a difference in our community.

If you have any questions regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Eradatmand

Mehran Kamkar mkamkar@cccengineers.com (408) 999-0211
www.Norouzfestival.org , Event Organizer




